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Welcome!......

Well... so much has happened since I last put pen to
paper, I hardly know where to begin!

We had a really fantastic time at The Albert Hall - more
from Vic Elderton see page 3. I have to say that Sir
David Willcox was amazing and very witty with remarks
such as "mark your scores - the next person will find it
useful even if you don't" and " you have come all the way
from Cambridge and you're not even looking at me"!

It seems we now have a resident columnist in Ted
Harrison and I am sure you will enjoy his poem on a
Hiawatha theme.

Sad to report that Steve has announced his retirement
from Cantores and I'll say no more on that as you can
read his letter to us on this page.

I have sustained another injury doing a bit of vigorous
gardening and have ended up with bruised ribs. Our last
concert's low audience was due to X Factor, come
dancing on ice or whatever, weekly rehearsals have been
very thin on the ground, where is everyone? especially
Sue Marshall and Paul Marshall who we hear has taken
up the bagpipes!

Happy reading!

Maddy Scarre

A final gfrom our MD

How the past two years have flown!

It seems only such a short time since | met your
committee to discuss the possibility of taking over as
MD. Those present at that meeting will remember that |
had misgivings about making myself too busy, and to be
honest these have never really gone away.

After two years during which | have been committed to
various rehearsals every night of the week during term
time, I've decided | must make some space in my life
and so, regretfully, 1 am having to stand aside from
Cantores.

If | were to reflect on our achievements since 2008,
undoubtedly the greatest was just to keep the show on
the road. For that you must thank your esteemed
Chairman Jan Galbraith and her committee, who by
sheer force of will have managed what must at times
have seemed nigh on impossible.

contd ....

Our concerts together have been enjoyable on
the whole, although I couldn't honestly deny
being struck through with terror occasionally
when it seemed the whole performance would
grind to a halt.

Actually, as with parenting, | have tended to
remember the good bits and consign the more
troublesome moments to the blackened depths
of my memory.

On more than one occasion, audience members
have told us that they've never heard us sing
better, so that's encouraging, eh?

When | announced to the committee my
decision to stand aside, | explained that | felt
like a firefighter who had been called to put out
the fire and now was the time to hand the whole
edifice on to the builders who will come in and
renovate it.

So it's time for your new MD, another old boy
of Dover Grammar School for Boys, a lifelong
friend of mine and an outstanding musician, to
come in and take Cantores on to the next level.

Support him, turn up regularly and behave
yourselves in rehearsals! Don't pick and choose
which concerts to sing in. You have joined a
voluntary choir, but once you are a member that
is where the voluntary bit ceases.

For Cantores to flourish, you must commit.

Thank you all for making me so welcome. | do
hope there will be opportunities in the future for
us to make music together again, and | look
forward to those immensely.

Floreat Cantores!
Steve Yarrow

PIRATES OF PENZANCE

Date - Saturday 10 July

Place - Lyminge Village Hall
Concert Manager - Stuart Hunnisett
Tickets - £6

Stuart is setting up the hall on the day from
9.00am. If you can spare any time setting
up the stage, he would be most grateful of
your help. Call him on 01303 862530 for
more details.




Stuff the Tallis Scholars!

by Nic Evenett

Music has been in my life since I was a little tiddlypop, but I
suppose it really flourished when I reached secondary school.

I was fortunate to be in buzzing and busy music department that
had all sorts of ensembles and choirs to throw myself into. It was
there my passion for music grew; skipping my physics lessons
and sneaking into practise rooms to play and compose.

There was a rather good chamber choir at my school, and
though I had always sung, I began to develop a real love of the
music we sang and the sound we could produce. And it was
always fun. The time we gave up to join these groups was always
appreciated, we were always made to feel welcome in any group
we joined, and jolly, fun music making was always our aim. So
with this wonderful experience I had had, I decided to study
music at university, and how very different musical life was
there.

I can safely say I hated just about every minute of it. No longer
was I part of a friendly music department, but rather in a cliquey
environment where everybody was competing to be the very best,
where the choral director wouldn't talk to you for a week if you
sang a note wrong at evensong and ridiculed you publicly (I
speak from experience!).

Singing and rehearsing became a daily nightmare. By my final
year, I had given up all the choirs, stopped playing and was
counting down the days until it was all over. And it was there I
left music behind for a very long time.

Perhaps not being competitive or wanting to be a part of a
musical clique is the reason why I never ended up singing with
the Tallis Scholars or playing the piano professionally, but if that
was what a life in music required, I wanted nothing to do with it.

When I began my teaching career, music re-entered my life once
more; I became the music coordinator at the school where I
worked. I felt the same feelings I had when I was younger but
through my own music teaching.

Music became fun again, I enjoyed teaching small people to sing,
to compose, to appreciate the music they heard. I ran an upper
school choir and got a huge buzz from watching these children
get the same out of singing as I had when I was younger. But
then two years ago I was diagnosed with a serious mood disorder
which explained fifteen years of manic highs and cavernous lows,
and which consequently ended my teaching career. Once again I
walked out on music making.

So joining this choir was a huge gamble. I wondered what I
would be met with. I wondered what sort of sound I would be
making after ten years without singing. And I knew that if I were
not made to feel welcome or wanted, I would put singing behind
me for good. But that wasn't necessary.

I was actually met by a very cheery and smiley Maddy, who
found all the music for me and showed me where to sit. Come
coffee time, a host of people were coming up to introduce
themselves, all smiles and enthusiasm. I found I had a bit of a
voice left and I could still sight-read the music. And then I
managed to sit on my water bottle and squirt the row behind me!
Here I was, and it felt like home.

So Cantores has restored my faith in choirs and ensembles, and
in the music world. I don't care if we sing the wrong notes
(though perhaps Steve does!), I don't even care what we sing very
much.

I care about us being a group of people who love to sing and
come together to celebrate that. Stuff the Tallis Scholars, I am
very happy where I am.

CHAIRMAN'S LETTER

We are coming to the end of another singing year with the Summer
Concert on 10" July. The committee thought it would be fun to try
something a little lighter and so were very happy to agree with Steve’s
suggestion of The Pirates of Penzance. We are hoping that singers who are
not members of Cantores will join us on the day and enjoy taking part. The
music is not simple, the words are witty and the plot is amusing. There are
some great tunes, too. It has been a little disappointing to find some
people have decided not to sing because they didn’t like the programme. |
think that we should all sing whatever has been decided upon by the
committee.

The choir is not large enough to put on a performance without the whole-
hearted participation of all members. Planning is made that much more
difficult too, if we cannot be sure who will decide not to sing this term. |
am not talking about those occasions when work or family matter
intervene, nor about crises. You will see the programme for the coming
year on page 4

You will have heard that Stephen Yarrow has decided he cannot direct us
any longer, partly because he is about to become President of the Rotary
Club of Dover. While we all wish him good luck with the exciting year
ahead, we are extremely sad that we have to say goodbye. We have
learned a lot under his direction and had a great deal of fun and, of course,
he was instrumental in rebuilding the choir a couple of years ago. We shall
miss him a great deal.

We are very fortunate in having appointed Peter Futcher to take over as
Musical Director in September. Peter is a tenor lay clerk in the cathedral
and has sung for us in the past. He also took a rehearsal when Steve was
unable to do so and it will be interesting to see in what direction he will
take Cantores.

The future’s bright — it’s (Cantores) Orange!
Jan Galbraith

YOUR LETTERS

Dear Chairman and Committee

| just wanted to thank you all for your hard work this last term (as ever) and say what
a wonderful term it has been. | think the programming was inspired. | know we didn't
all take to the Hiawatha straight away (I didn't myself) but I think it grew on us, and it
was different, excitingly rhythmic, and stretched us. The Maunder was lovely to sing,
and it was rewarding doing something unfamiliar to many of us, for all that it was
once so popular (and one sees why, despite the unashamed 'soupiness’)

The Director works us very hard, but | think we all appreciate that. And we certainly
needed every minute of rehearsal time given the loss of time due to bad weather and a
relatively early Easter. (By the way Easter's practically as late as it ever can be next
year - 24th April. Something very rare indeed, and only one week before May Day!
Might be worth noting now!)) It's great being one of seven basses, and | hope that we
soon get our ‘seven tenors' back as per last year.

Pirates sounds like great fun for the Summer concert. (It might be a courtesy to
mention this to Michael Foad as he regularly does a kind of scratch G&S every March
in Folkestone URC, as some of you will know)

| suppose there may have been some disappointment that attendance at our Spring
Concert wasn't higher, even though it was a respectably-sized audience and
appreciative. It proved quite hard to sell in Folkestone and Hythe. | believe there
may be two reasons for that, but not the programme itself: there is just so much music
on there in the run-up to Easter, and having to drive out, however pathetic an excuse it
might be, is something of a deterrent.

| think we have to accept that when the concert is Elham or Lyminge based, it will
chiefly sell to the villages. | put an article in our church magazine but it didn't seem to
draw many takers. | wish personally we could have done the programme twice, at
two different venues, but I'm sure the Director and Committee might feel that was a
commitment too far! Anyway, to recap, a wonderful term and well done everyone
who made it possible.

Michael Hale




Thus the Gentle

Choir Cantores
by Ted Harrison

You shall hear how all the basses
Tenors, altos and sopranos
Sang at Hweddisgt ha’

You shall hear the strange adventure
How conductor Simon Yarrow
Sang the part of ailing tenor.

That the night might be more joyous
And the time may pass more gaily
And our guests be more contented!

Sumptuous was the feast that evening
Neither pemmican nor sturgeon.

Chocolate biscuits served with coffee

For the guests in chapel teacups

White and polished very smoothly
‘Tho the spoons weren

All the men appeared in dress shirts
White and soft, and black the bow ties
No one wore their beads of wampum
No one came in deer-skin leggings
And no sign of quills of hedgehog
Plumes of swansdown, tails of foxes.

With the gracious lady singers
Sometimes quiet and sometimes louder.

In and out among the bar lines
Turning pages fast and furious
Sang the basses and the tenors.

Then more swiftly and still swifter

Whirling, spinning round in circles
Singing to the guests assembled
Eddying sound around the chapel
Till the dust and wind together

Swept in eddies round about them.

On they sped with frenzied gestures,
Wildly in the air around then
“Till the wind becan
No one ever sang a high note
Half so sweet and high as they
Ever harmonized so boldly
Ever finished so together.

None could sing as fine as they could,
None could sing so deep as they could,
None would ever sound so wondrous.

Thus the gentle choir Cantores
Sang their song of love and longing.

Those who heard the sweet musicians
Loudly of applause they gave them
All the Lyminge guests assembled.

h

"I have sung at The ROYAL Albert Hall you know"
by Vic Elderton

The build up to the big day was part of the fun... “sorry I'm busy that weekend, I'm singing,
at The ROYAL Albert Hall you know”. Yes I know that anybody could have joined in but
they didn’t and we did! So after a quick sing through on the Wednesday before the big day
(thanks Steve) we were all set.

The bus trip to London was very grown up and sensible, I managed to resist the urge to sing
naughty school songs (though it was singing silly songs on the school swimming bus with
Ruth Goodsell that brought me to Cantores originally).

We arrived outside the Albert Hall in good time, had the obligatory photo shot at the Albert
Memorial then picnicked and smiled a lot... yes we really were going to sing at the ROYAL
Albert Hall.

The afternoon’s rehearsal was; funny, exhausting, scary, memorable... Sir David, was quite
amazing, I only hope I have his enthusiasm and energy when I am 60 let alone 90! Many of
us were relieved that we were not sitting in the front section as it was these poor souls that
got the most “feedback” from Sir David!

I admit to feeling a little disappointed with myself for not practising more at home, but being
so keen on getting Pirates right(!) I had prioritised the wonderful (!!) G&S.

For me the highlight of the whole experience had to be “Sing”. Us Sops were sitting right
next to the organ, yes THE organ at The ROYAL Albert Hall, and my goodness it was
incredible. The organist sat down to play (amazingly elegantly considering the dress). Do
they get taught how to elegantly climb onto an organ stool in posh frocks at music college I
wonder? and then she started to play and the next thing I had that tingle down the spine
that usually leads to a lump in the throat and an inability to sing anything at all!l And sure
enough it did.

Thankfully by the evening I was running on caffeine, a fab meal and a glass of wine and
managed to sing “Sing”! After the rehearsal we went our different ways for food, my forward
thinking husband had booked a table in the Albert Hall Bistro which was lovely, and then I
dashed back to take up my seat with the gang to sing.

The concert was wonderful, with 2000 voices the odd wrong note here and there was not
noticeable although my Father in Law commented on one of the Sops sitting near the organ
who apparently didn’t quite hit the mark, (hrumph). He will get slippers for his birthday
present next year!

The special guests who had been kept secret from us all was the choir of Kings College. I
always thought my Freya and Samuel could sing, but these boys were something else!
Really special.

By the end of the concert, my feet were killing, I was boiling hot, had become addicted to
aniseed Fisherman’s Friends (thanks Jan) and felt fantastic! Huge thanks to Maddy for

planning and organising the whole event.

I can now say that “I have sung at The ROYAL Albert Hall you know!”



Dates for your Diaries for 2010 - 2011

Summer Te

HALF TERM
venue. If there

LYMINGE SCHOOL ~ REHEARSAL DATES 2010

Autumn Term

First day of term Last day of term
rm Wednesday 14 April Wednesday 14 July
Wednesday 8 September Wednesday 15 December

REHEARSAL NOTE: We will be rehearsing through half terms from now on as we have the Methodist Hall as an alternative
are any changes to this you will be notified but in the meantime please check website regularly.

JULY

Summer Concert - Pirates of Penzance

Date Saturday 10 July

Time 7.30pm

Place Lyminge Village Hall

Dress Code | Women - Black trousers or long skirt - plain coloured blouse or top. No vest tops, sequins or feathers!
Men - Black Trousers - Plain coloured shirt

Rehearsal for Wedding choirs only

Date Wednesday 14 July

Time 7.30pm

Place Lyminge School Hall

AUGUST

Wedding

Date Friday 6 August

Time Mid Day

Place Lympne Church

Wedding

Date Saturday 14 August

Time 2.00pm

Place St Michael's Church Smarden

Wedding

Date Saturday 28 August

Time 1.30pm

Place Brabourne Church

Please speak to Judy Abate -Weddings Co-ordinator for more information about the weddings

DECEMBER

Advent Concert

Date Saturday 11 December
Time 7.30pm
Place Hothfield Church

Carol Concert

Date Wednesday 15 December
Time 7.30pm

Place Stowting Church

2011

Spring Concert

Date Saturday 5 March

Time 7.30pm

Place To be confirmed

Music Vivalid's Gloria and Rutter's Requiem

Summer Promenade Concert

Date

| To be confirmed

Autumn Event - Recruiting open evening

| Date

| To be confirmed

Rehearsal times and venues will be announced nearer all events




