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Cantores
 Committee 
wish you all a very 
Happy Peaceful Christmas
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ALBERT HALL TRIP
All those who have given their names will be required to pay the amount of £25 for a singer
's
 ticket at the start of term next year.  It is important to book seats in a block to ensure that members can sit together.
Audience tickets can also be purchased
 by me (these will need to be paid for after Christmas) or you can arrange these y
ourselves.  
Travel arrangements will be confirmed at a later date but we also need exact numbers for these to book the coach.
All members wishing to take part in this event please see the website for more details or speak to 
me.
Maddy
 Scarre.
) (
Welcome
!
......
 
to the 24th issue of Update
, the n
ewsletter for 
Cantores
 members.
 
I have been 
looking at all the past 
editions 
of the newsletter 
since I started 
it
 way back in December 2003 and can't believe how much a local choir has achieved and how much we have changed and evolved during this time.
 
The newsletter was designed to be interesting and informative, giving members and audience 
etc. 
a chance to express their views and opinions.  
The website has been an invaluable information tool also which members have been using more regularly.  We also we get many enquiries from members of the public about events and membership. 
Some things have stayed the same though - there was a note in September 
2005 
edition asking members to 
"
stop talking during rehearsals, pay attention - look up NOT down and attend rehearsals regularly
"
.  No change there then
!
Thank you to everyone over the years who have contributed their stories and newsy bits which all help to make the newsletter a 
really 
good read.  
Keep them coming!
Maddy
 Scarre
Maddy
 Scarre
 - Editor
) (
UNIFORM
Buttonholes
Please note that a
s from 12 December 2009 t
he uniform for ladies has
 now
 changed
.
 
W
e will no longer be wearing scarves
.  It
 was felt that they were beginning to look scruffy and did not present a neat professional look to the choir.
As from Saturday 12 December a red rose buttonhole will be provided for both male and female members.  In the event that fresh roses are not available silk flowers will be provided as an alternative.
Please can everyone make an effort to adhere to the dress code
 (details can be found in your member handbook)  
Any queries please speak to a committee member.
Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN’S
 
REPORT 2009
Dear member ...
I started this report by looking through the diary to see just what we have been doing since this time last year.  It turns out to be “quite a lot”.  
As we were rebuilding the choir and had a lot of new members, some completely new to singing in a choir, there was no autumn concert.  We spent the autumn term getting to know our new Musical Director and worked up to a carol concert at 
Stowting
 on 13
th
 December.  
The spring saw 
Cantores
 providing a rehearsal base for others wanting to sing at the Palm Sunday concert in Canterbury Cathedral, which brought us some experienced singers to give confidence to our newer members for our own concert the week before the great day.  
We gave this concert in 
Lyminge
 parish church and felt we acquitted ourselves reasonably well.  The cathedral concert was a great experience, both the rehearsal and performance to a packed building. 
Our next event was the 30
th
 Birthday Celebration on Saturday 18
th
 July.  A tea party followed by a concert in the 
Methodist
 
Church
 turned out to be a great occasion.  We were pleased that James and Ann Nichols, the founders of 
Cantores
 
Dominicae
, were able to attend.  
We rounded off the term with a workshop under Mark 
Deller
 on 22
nd
 July, which, 
incidently
, brought us one new member. The summer was taken up with preparing for the Memorial Service for James Nichols, who died on 6
th
 August.  
)
 (
The membership has risen from around 30 last July to around 50 this September, resulting in a nightmare situation for the Librarians, who have never known how many members would be singing each week. I know this has caused some unhappiness to some choir members
I must record thanks also, and again, to Paul and Sue Marshall who ensure that we have our coffee break each week, to Sandra 
McKen
, who has taken on the role of Membership Secretary, Gillian Heywood for 
tajking
 on the Silver Song Club and to Jenny Rapier, who continues to fit in 
organising
 the Bonus Ball with all the numerous tasks she willingly undertakes as Secretary.  I have complete confidence in the way that John 
Vincett
 deals with our fluctuating finances and he will be reporting shortly.
Everything 
Cantores
 has achieved this year has been enhanced by our website.  
Maddy
 Scarre has 
reorganised
 it this year and we have had a great deal of feedback from it.  She has had many excellent ideas, and we now put our Minutes of Meetings, forthcoming events and Update on the web for everyone to see.  I know she devotes a great number of hours to this, and so this year the 
Cantores
 
Dominicae
 Members Award goes to 
Maddy
 Scarre.
It only remains for me to tell you all that I shall be starting my third year as Chairman after this meeting.  When I took the role on I said I would serve for two years, but circumstances have encouraged me to stay for a further year.  I am therefore giving notice that I shall not stand next year and hope that one of you will decide you would like to take the helm for a spell.
Jan Galbraith
) (
We were directed by Mark 
Deller
, as Steve Yarrow was not available, for both the rehearsals and the service on 29
th
 August.
I was very proud of 
Cantores
 on this occasion – 30 members managed to be there to sing for James in a packed church, and there were many compliments. 
Our year has been dominated by the need to increase the membership, mainly in the male voices, and so we held our usual Open Evening on 16
th
 September – 15 curious people turned up, most of whom are now signed up members. 
The need now is to improve our singing performance.  The recent concert in 
Folkestone
 (15
th
 November) enabled choir members who wanted to sing solo to do so, adding a little extra dimension to our performance.
We could not achieve anything without a good Musical Director, and, fortunately, we have one!  Steve works tirelessly for us, with good 
humour
 and a great deal of patience. He is blending experienced singers with complete novices and I think is doing an excellent job. His light touch and sensitive understanding are greatly appreciated.  
The committee has had a busy year with all members having a particular responsibility.  Shawn 
Tothill
 was co-opted, bringing our numbers up to nine and this year I hope we can go up to the maximum of 10 allowed by the constitution.  
Everyone works very efficiently, and the publicity department, under Trish Winter, has almost been too effective.  
)
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30
th
 Anniversary Celebrations
Our very grateful thanks go to...
Mr and Mrs Blanche, for the use of the Methodist Chapel
Audrey Auld for helping to set up and clear away after the party.
Shawn for helping with crockery, tables and chairs etc.
)____________________________________________________________________________________________
 (
Members Handbook
The member's handbook is updated from time to time with current information.  
You will soon be able to download the handbook from the website in Members Corner but for the time being if you are given any piec
es of information 
ie
 Rehearsal E
tiquette and Music Procedure please insert these into your handbooks. 
) (
AGM 2009
The following officers and members were elected at the AGM in November 2009.
Chairman
Jan Galbraith
Vice Chairman
Maddy
 Scarre
Secretary
Jenny 
Raper
Treasurer
John 
Vincett
Committee
Beverley Thompson
Dee Davies
Helen Lipton
Judy Abate
Shawn 
Toghill
Trish Jordan
)









 (
A
 little note
..............
Thank
 
 you for your cards, letters, phone calls and visits they are very much appreciated
 and have been a great comfort
.
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and hope to see you sometime in the New Year.
Kind
est
 regards  
Ann Nichols
)							__________________________________________________


 (
Brightly dawned our concert day (well actually it was teeming with rain), and we had the final rehearsal in the afternoon.  Everything I thought I had learned went out of my head – and what had happened to that acceptable sound?  
As our organist struggled on public transport to get to 
Folkestone
, we sang unaccompanied and seemed to go to pieces.  The conductor confirmed it.  Come, come ye sons (and daughters) of art, I thought, we’ve got to do better than this.
Helen and I went home to change.  The last time I had sung in public I'd had to put a frilly ruff round my neck – this time it was a new, black tie. 
Then, back in the dark to the United Reformed Church where, to add to my responsibilities, I was to lead the choir in!  
They say a poor dress-rehearsal makes for a good performance – and so it turned out.  With no chance for our musical-director to stop us in our tracks and patiently tell us to start again, there was no turning back.  To my amazement I only went awry during two bits and the choir generally exceeded my expectations.  Though I thought we were rather put in the shade by the organ solos!
At the next rehearsal, we were praised for our recent improvement.  I noted that the improvement apparently dated from the day I joined, but don’t claim all the credit!  I did however feel quite smug that my first concert as a choir-member for 45 years had gone so well (it made up for the collective ticking-off for not selling enough tickets).
I've continued to come to rehearsals and now we are singing carols, some new and some familiar - the musical Bread and 
Rutter
 of Christmas music I suppose?  
There is one down-side to being a member of 
Cantores
 
Dominicae
 I've found though: for days after the concert, the music kept running around my head and whatever else I tried to think about was constantly hijacked by stray Alleluias …..Amen!
A curious new member
 
by Ted Harrison
I had my doubts about joining 
Cantores
 
Dominicae
.  
Firstly, I had not sung in a choir since I was a boy-treble and secondly, what sort of a choir was it that would have me as a member?
My wife Helen (a first soprano), had joined earlier in the summer and had cajoled me into coming to the Open Evening.  So I arrived as, in the words of our chairman, one of the ‘curious new members’ – though what was quite so strange about us, I still don’t know.
The first question to settle was, where was I to stand?  Was I a bass or a tenor?  Helen said I was probably a baritone - but there were fewer basses, so I should sing with them.
I had never viewed a choir from the back-row before.  It gave me an entirely new perspective on altos.  
Like a new boy at school, I had no music or books of my own and for the first rehearsal I had to share with a fellow-bass to my left.  
The second Wednesday came and I still had no music, so I shared with my brother-bass to the right.  I 
waly-waly-ed
 and 
fa
-la-la-
ed
 as best I could and bit by bit, picked up what I was suppose
d to be singing.  I even practic
ed at home between rehearsals.
The idea that, in just a few weeks’ time, people might be paying £6 a head to hear me sing had me slightly concerned as to whether I could be charged with obtaining money by false pretences – but it seemed there were enough other members of the choir to cover up for the mistakes I might be making and generally it seemed that together, we were making an acceptable sound.
Cantores
 Social
Etchinghill
 Village Hall
 - 
Saturday 23 January
 at 
7.30pm
Qu
iz
  : 
 3 minutes of fame Talent
 
Spot  :  R
affle
  :  Good C
ompany
  
Fine tune your brains
.  S
ing a song, recite a poem
 or
 do 
a turn
.  Win a prize!
Bring your own food, drink, plate
,
 cutlery and glass etc.
Tickets £2 each
 - tables of 6
D
onations for raffle prizes will be very welcome.  
Please hand
 to a committee member or bring along on the night.
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!
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Dates for your Diaries for 2009 - 2010 
)




 (
  LYMINGE SCHOOL ~ REHEARSAL DATES 
 
 
2010
First day of term
Last day of term
Spring T
erm
Wednesday 6 
January 
Wednesday 
24 March
Summer Term
Wednesday 21 April 
Wednesday 
14 July
HALF TERM REHEARSAL NOTE:  
  
We will be rehearsing through half terms from now on as we have the Methodist Hall as an alternative venue.  
If there are any changes to this you will be notified - please check website.
)









 (
DECEMBER
Advent 
 Concert
Saturday 12 December 
7.30pm at 
Elham
 Church, 
Elham
 
Carol Concert
Wednesday 16 December 
7.30pm at 
Stowting
 Church
 
NOTES: 
  
Pre concert rehearsal details to
 be advised nearer the time. 
 Informal drink at the Tiger Pub after the concert.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
JANUARY
 
Cantores
 Social 
Saturday 23 January
 7.30pm at 
Etchinghill
 Village Hall. 
Quiz : Bring & share food and drink : raffle  :  talent spot
 
(see page 3 for more details)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
MARCH
Spring Concert
Sunday 28 March
7.30pm at The Methodist 
chapel
, Church Road, 
Lyminge
Music : Hiawatha's Wedding Feast and 
Maunder's
 Olivet to Calvary
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
MAY
Albert Hall Event
Saturday 15 May
Please
 
see website for more details or speak to 
Maddy
.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
JULY
Summer Concert
Saturday 10 Ju
ly
Venue and music to be confirmed
________________________________________________________________________________________
AUGUST
Wedding
Friday 6 August
Lymnpe
 Castle - more details will follow in due course
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
MUSIC:
There is a really good site on th
e web for members to download rehearsal files, with each piece broken down into its separate rehearsal parts 
 
www.thehoopers.demon.co.uk
 
P
lease speak to Chris 
Lohan
 for more information
)
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