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The fact that the concert took place at all was a minor miracle in itself and as such was both a joy and greatly enjoyable.  





It was especially gratifying to have such a good audience to share our joint pleasure and especially so to see it included local notable musicians such as Julia Cleobury and Michael Foad and former chairman Stuart Brown.





As another former chairman, Roz Field, said in her short moving speech, we have much to thank current chairman Jan Galbraith and her committee for. Their self-belief and hard work have combined to ensure a further lease of life for Cantores.


 


James Nichols 07/09















































BIRTHDAY


GIRLS AND BOYS


 





Well, what a great way to celebrate Cantores' 30th Birthday although both Ann and I found it rather overwhelming.  





It was great to see so many old and new friends sharing a wonderful spread prepared by current members and to be asked to cut the truly magnificent birthday cake lovingly prepared by Vic Elderton.


 


Needless to say the picture presented to us, painted by Alan Burton, came as a complete surprise and now hangs in pride of place in our kitchen.  





Thank you all so much.


 




















I write this piece for the August Update with a heavy heart.    





As you will all know by now our President and Founder, James Nichols sadly passed away on Thursday 6 August 2009.





We will miss James very much – he will be a hard act to follow in so many ways; his sense of humour, commitment, his attention to detail, sense of occasion and above all, for having the original idea of forming our choir.  





For 30 years, the choir has drawn people from the local areas to unite in a common purpose; to make music using the one instrument that they could all afford - their own voices.  It has also provided a friendly, sociable and supportive atmosphere for its members.  James has set the benchmark – long may the choir continue! 





Following our 30th Birthday Party and Concert, James sent me the piece below for you all to read.  





Our thoughts and prayers go to Ann and her family at this very sad time.  





Maddy Scarre - Editor
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Cantores Dominicae    


Update 	members newsletter











Rehearsals are good fun and I always go home feeling a sense of achievement, which I hope you share.








Our next concert will be on 14th November and will be a programme of English music.  





Helen and Dee are hoping there will not be quite so many pieces to source as this time.  





There will be two carol concerts and we will be using the white 100 Carols for Choirs book.





I must record my thanks to Roz for all the hard work she has put in to the organisation necessary for the 30th celebrations.  She was inviting people who had been overlooked right up to the last moment.  





We are set fair for our next 30 Years!





Jan














�CHAIRMAN’S


   LETTER





Dear member ...








Well, we certainly know that Cantores is 30 years old!  





Our celebrations on 18th July went with a real swing.  





The tea party, even though it was teetotal for singers, was lively and it was great to see “old” members and to catch up with those faces we don’t see on Wednesdays now.  





The 30th Anniversary Concert was quite successful and I think we made a joyous sound, particularly in the second half.  





It was wonderful to have such excellent soloists and our hosts from the Methodist Church were very enthusiastic about the whole event.   








The Workshop with Mark Deller on 22nd July was also held in the Methodist Church and we had a good turnout for this with some new singers, who may well join us again in September.  





We learned a lot from Mark and sang some interesting pieces, including a couple of madrigals.  I am trying hard to remember his advice about breathing and the “me, ma, mi, mo, mu!”  





We shall have another Open Day on 16th September as a recruiting drive so please encourage anyone you know who might be a closet singer to come and join us.  The more the merrier.





I am so pleased that our first full year with Steve Yarrow has been so happy and fulfilling.  





We have got used to each other now, and he is encouraging us to sing better all the time.  








30th Anniversary Celebrations





Our very grateful thanks go to...





Mr and Mrs Blanche, for the use of the Methodist Chapel





Audrey Auld for helping to set up and clear away after the party.





Shawn for helping with crockery, tables and chairs etc.











A note from our Musical Director  


Steve Yarrow





I'd like to thank all the members for the hard work put in during the 2008/09 season. 





Your committee appointed me in September 2008 because they wished to see Cantores through to its 30th Anniversary and beyond, so it was with a sense of some achievement that we all stood there on 18 July.


 


I don't mind admitting it was a concert which delivered more than its fair share of challenges, particularly in the Nelson Mass, but after the interval I think the choir settled into its comfort zone for the shorter, lighter items.


 


 











�








LETTERS  


Dear Jan





Dear Jan and everyone at Cantores.





Thank you so much for your card and generous cheque you gave us.





I couldn't have wished for a better send off after the concert in Lyminge Church.  





Our move went very well and we are settling in gradually - lots to do in the house to keep us busy and lots to explore in our new surroundings.





I know I shall miss singing with you all and hope to find a new choir before too long.





Love and best wishes Jenny (Tomlinson)


                           __________________________________________________________





Dear Everyone





Just to say how much I enjoyed rehearsing and performing The Crucifixion and Requiem works.





Thank you for making me welcome.





I hope I may be able to join you again in the future should the opportunity arise.





Good luck with the forthcoming Summer Concert.  I will look forward to it.





With best wishes





Margaret Boultes (alto)


_____________________________________________








30th Anniversary Celebrations








Our very grateful thanks go especially to:- 





Mr and Mrs Blanche, for selling programmes & tickets and for the use of the Methodist Chapel.   Audrey Auld for helping to set up and clear away after the party.   Vic for the fabulous cake.   Shawn for helping with crockery, tables and chairs etc. and everyone else who took part and helped to make it a very special occasion.




















       


       Singing


     in the choir


  a poem from Jenny Raper








It's tough being an alto when you’re singing in the choir.  The sopranos get the twiddly bits that people all admire.  The basses boom like loud trombones, the tenors shout with glee but the alto part is on two notes, or if your lucky, three.





And when we sing an anthem and we lift our hearts in praises, the men get all the juicy bits and telling little phrases.  Of course, the trebles sing the tune, they always come off best, while the altos only get three notes and twenty two bars rest.





We practise very hard each week from hymn book and psalter but when the conductor looks at us our voices begin to falter.  Too high, too low, too fast, too slow you held that note too long  - it doesn't matter what we do, it is certain to be wrong.





Oh, shed a tear for the altos, they’re the Marthas and they know in ranks of choral singers they’re considered very low.  They are so very ‘umble that a lot of folk forget 'em.  How they'd love to be sopranos but their vocal cords won’t let them.





And when the final trumpet sounds, and we are wafted higher. sopranos, tenors, basses, they'll be in the heavenly choir.  While they sing "allelluia! to celestial flats and sharps… The altos will be occupied with polishing the harps!








The informal birthday party was an excellent start to the evening.





Lots of good friends, delicious food, a birthday cake and a sing song....what more could anyone ask for.....a real party spirit.


 


Everyone I have seen since the concert has said they thought it was wonderful, a programme ideal for the occasion.  





The soloists were amazingly good, the organist was great and our MD...well words fail me, I hope we did him proud.


 


Those of the choir who had sung The Nelson Mass before were able to give 'newcomers ' to the work a foundation to build on.  





 


 








For me, and I suspect others, it was a steep 'learning curve'  but we all enjoyed the challenge and got a big sense of achievement from being able to take part in something very special.





The medley of songs in the second half were fun to sing and Tam's contribution made it extra special.  We had songs of all sorts...maybe like a of box of liquorice .... but ending with The Holy City was inspirational.





I could have continued singing all night.


 


Thank you every one for joining in with such spirit to make the evening so totally memorable.








Our 30th Anniversary Celebrations


by Judy Abate








Dates for your Diaries


 for 2009 - 2010 

















HALF TERM REHEARSAL NOTE:    





Subject to Lyminge School being available - please check with a committee member, or the website, to ascertain whether half term rehearsals will be taking place at the school or an alternative venue.











SEPTEMBER





Committee Meeting


Wednesday 2 September at 7.30pm at Judy Abate’s House


(if there is anything you wish to raise please inform a committee member)





First Rehearsal back


Wednesday 9 September at 7.30pm – Lyminge School





Open Evening


Wednesday 16 September at 7.30pm - Lyminge School (all welcome - bring your friends and neighbours)


________________________________________________________________________________________





NOVEMBER





Annual General Meeting


Wednesday 18 November after coffee break at 8.45pm   -  Lyminge School





St. Cecilia Day Concert


Saturday 14 November - Venue to be arranged


________________________________________________________________________________________





DECEMBER





Carol Concert


Wednesday 16 December at 7.30pm at Stowting Church.





NOTES:   Pre concert rehearsal details to be advised nearer the time.     Informal drink at the Tiger Pub after the concert.


________________________________________________________________________________________





�													





November concert					Christmas concert(s)�


Handel   		-  Zadok the Priest			Sargent			-  Mary had a baby�Purcell 			-  Come ye Sons of Art			Adam 			-  O holy night�


Interval								rest from 100 CFC:-�


Quilter			-  Non nobis Domine			Rutter			-  Child in a manger�Goodall			-  The Lord is my shepherd 		Wood 			-  Ding dong merrily		�Wesley			-  Blessed be the God 			Williamson 		-  This Christmas Night�Michael Lewis 		-  Three English Folksongs 		Warrell 			-  A merry Christmas�Solo spot							Darke 			-  In the bleak midwinter�Vaughan Williams	-  Linden Lea				Willcocks		-  Cherry Tree Carol�Cashmore		-  O waly waly				Mathias 			-  Sir Christemas�Elgar 			-  The Dance				Rutter			-  Sans Day Carol�Sullivan 			-  Brightly dawns our wedding day		Willcocks		-  Sussex Carol�ALW 			-  Love changes everything		Rutter			-  12 Days of Christmas�Ledger			-  Still, still, still				Willcocks		-  Quelle est cette odeur agreable?�								Arbeau/Rutter 		-  Christmas Night


�











PROPOSED MUSIC FOR FORTHCOMING EVENTS








I was delighted with the four young soloists, who blended beautifully I thought, and with Tamar File's contributions to the second half of the concert. 





All in all, it was a fair reflection of the year - very good in parts, rather suspect in others!!!


 


So it is with a somewhat better idea of what to expect that I look forward to September. 





During the bank holiday weekend at the end of August I shall be at the Annual Convention of the Association of British Choral Directors (ABCD) at the University of Winchester, learning lots of new and exciting strategies to get the best out of my choirs, so you'd better be prepared when rehearsals start again!


 

















  LYMINGE SCHOOL ~ REHEARSAL DATES 





 2009			First rehearsal of term		Last rehearsal of term





  


 Autumn TERM	Wednesday 9 September		Wednesday 16 December


 


Spring term		Wednesday 6 January 2010 		(to be confirmed)




















