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When it is finished it is intended that the facility will be made available to the local community outside school hours.





I hope that Kenya Telcom can be persuaded to install a Dish to provide access to the Internet for Distance Learning.





In the meantime, the Head Teacher, Deputy Head, Bursar and School Secretary have working computers which has made a big difference to running a school with 295 pupils!





Word is spreading of the improved facilities and more children are seeking places.





Redundant computers, school text books and reading books are still required.





Please contact Stuart Brown if you can donate any of the items requested above.   01303 262106















































Kiangari School


report from Stuart Brown





As you may have heard I was in Kenya some weeks ago and drove up to the school to see how they were progressing.





It is difficult to over estimate the benefit which has been provided by Cantores raising the money to connect the electricity and the use which is being made of the computers and books donated by members.





The school is gradually installing lighting and power points as funds become available. Parents have built (self help) an IT room and library building which is about 40' x 60'. 





This has been wired up and will soon be painted and equipped with work stations and shelving.














The new look Website will be launched around the end of July when we have our Cantores  30th Anniversary Celebrations.





There will be more pages and a rolling gallery where photos can be accessed. I will be arranging for someone to come to a rehearsal and take some ‘action’ photos of us to go onto the website but I will let you know nearer the time so that you can get your hair done!





I will also be able to edit the website myself on a regular basis, keeping our news, views and information much more up-to-date.  If at times the existing Website is not totally up to date, it is due to circumstances beyond my control and I apologise for this.





We receive many enquiries via the website for membership, events and wedding bookings, so it is good news that we are going to be more current with electronic technology for communication and information.





Finally we love to hear from you, so if you have any comments, ideas, stories or letters etc. which you would like to be publicised in the next newsletter (in July) please send to me   -  maddyscarre@hotmail.com
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Welcome…





Spring is such an amazing time…..I love it!  Seeing daffodils and primroses ‘springing’ up and trees turning green again.   A time of new beginnings.





Talking of new beginnings   Cantores Dominicae sprung into action last year with a new Musical Director, a new committee and quite a few new members.   It is also great to see so many old friends return to the choir   - it’s so lovely to have you back!





Keeping to this theme, as you can see, Update has got a new look.  The newsletter is mainly a source of information publicising dates and events but it also gives people an opportunity of expressing their views and updating members with articles and stories. 





It will eventually be available to download from the Website.  This will be more convenient and will save on printing costs.  If you do not have access to a computer or internet or you simply prefer to have a hard copy then please let me know and I will arrange for one to be sent to you.  





Last but not least the Cantores Dominicae Website is currently undergoing a makeover ...
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Cantores Dominicae    


Update 	members newsletter











and ideally we could do with an additional two members, who can be co-opted until normal elections at the AGM.





Plans are ongoing for our 30th birthday celebrations with a concert on Saturday 18th July probably to be combined with a social event including previous members.  





Watch this space.  If you have any memorabilia from days past, please let Roz know as she is co-ordinating this event.





Success breeds success, I think someone once said, and I am sure it is true.  





Our rehearsals are now very enjoyable and we are singing to a higher standard.  





There is plenty of room for improvement but we have laid the foundations and can now build up some walls, while reaching for the sky.





Thank you for all that you do to make Cantores such a happy choir.  





Jan











CHAIRMAN’S LETTER





Dear member ...





I am writing this after two very successful events in our activities.  





Our first concert under Steve’s baton on 29th March was very well attended and we were able to make a donation to Lyminge Church.  





Bearing in mind that it was the first time some members had ever sung in a concert, we did extremely well.  





It was the first outing of our new, enlarged choir with 43 singers on the night!!  This was an amazing turnout and is due to your dedication in finding those folks who didn’t know they wanted to sing on Wednesdays!  





A sad note on this night was saying goodbye to Jenny Tomlinson who had been a member for many years.  We gave her a card and cheque for £52 collected from members.











There were one or two people who will not be joining us (at least not yet, perhaps!) who had joined us to rehearse for the cathedral concert.





This was an amazing event on 5th April with 200 singers under the inspiring direction of David Flood - and in such a wonderful venue!  





There was no feeling of nervousness and everyone sang their hearts out, even the archbishop!!  





Watch out for details of the next event in March 2010, when sections of The Messiah will be tackled.





We have had a very productive term and our membership now includes six tenors, seven basses, eleven altos and sixteen sopranos.  





However, the committee is rather low on numbers at present, partly due to Alison’s recent resignation, and we need at least one representative from the tenors.  





Is there a volunteer out there?  





Committee meetings are not too frequent ...








“the Libera Me and In Paradisum in particular


were rendered very movingly”





It's hard to believe we have only been together seven months. Cantores has developed so much in that time. 





I graciously acknowledge the kind words of those who praise my direction (it would be churlish not to!) but in reality it is you, the singers, who make the choir what it is. 





It is you who encourage me week after week and it is 


you who stand before the audience and sing for


 them.


 


We have been exceedingly lucky to pick up many new and returning members in the past few months. 





 Steve





Summer Workshop


To be run by Mark Deller





on Wednesday 22nd July 2009 - 7:30pm


at Lyminge School 


 


Contact 


Trish Winter 01233 813860 


for more information 


or just turn up and enjoy!





Members free Non-members £5.00











A note from our 


Musical Director 


Steve Yarrow 





I'd like to say a huge 'thank you and well done' following the successful conclusion of our Spring season.


 


The concert at Lyminge was really very good, with some truly lovely moments. 





The new seating arrangement seemed to work well - I'd be pleased to receive feedback on how it felt from a singer's point of view. Certainly, having the men right under my nose meant they had to behave themselves!


 


I feel we managed to avoid the worst Victorian excesses of The Crucifixion and get to the heart of the work without wallowing too much. Certainly, there was a crispness to the larger choruses ('Fling wide the gates' & 'Is it nothing to you') and real soul in 'God so loved the world'. 





The men's singing of the words of Jesus was very effective, too.


 


The Requiem, despite one excruciating tuning lapse in the Lux Aeterna, held together well and the Libera Me and In Paradisum in particular were rendered very movingly.














�





LETTERS  








Dear Jan





I wuld like to convey my heartfelt thanks to you, Cantores Dominicae and your excellent choirmaster Steve, for permitting me to join you in rehearsals for Faure’s Requiem and Stainer’s Curcifixion.  





I have so much enjoyed being part of a big choir again and now feel confident that I can do reasonably well at the Palm Sunday service in aid of Canterbury Cathedral.





Thank you all for your welcome and kindness and help





Yours sincerely





Julia Bremmer Staple)











Dear Cantores





Re:	Carol Concert December 2008





Thank you to all at Cantores Dominicae who performed in Stowting Church on 13 December 2008.  





The concert was a wonderful start to Christmas and we all thought it was the best ever given by the choir. 





It is always an almost magic occasion with the church decorated for Christmas and the repertoire is varied and included four carols where the audience joined in.  





In the interval we all shared the wine and excellent “finger-eats”.  Happily you are coming again to us this year on Wednesday 16 December 2009.





Very many thanks to the choir again and please keep on coming to Stowting!





Yours sincerely





Elizabeth Parmenter

















Cantores Social   


by Maddy Scarre





After a nail biting time before this event 


when we were told that Sibton Park was under water!  Sandra McKen came to the rescue with Etchinghill Village Hall and we were back in business for Cantores Social 09!


  


32 members, partners and friends arrived on a blustery Saturday evening carrying bags brimming with food and drink and brains well honed. 





Partygoers quickly arranged themselves into teams and names included:- Top Table, Boughton Brains, The Losers and The Don’t Knows.  They then tackled a quiz with a difference, interspersed with much eating and drinking.  





Entertainment included; Vic Elderton’s most excellent rendition of Joyce Grenfell’s ‘Don’t’ do that George’,  Michael Hale’s witty poetry reading, Irene Preston’s  piano playing and group tuition and “The Willow Song” sung by Gillian Heywood.





The competition as usual was fierce spurred on by an enthusiastic Quiz Master - John Scarre.





The winning team by a whisker were ‘The Losers’ who were each presented with a box of sweets.





Finally Jan was presented with a bunch of flowers for all her hard work and carrying us through the difficult times of the past months.  Also, John was given two bottles of wine in thanks for the quiz and this was gratefully received.





Grateful thanks to all, especially the McKens, for helping with tables, chairs and keys, Judy for selling raffle tickets and to all those who donated raffle prizes.  We all had really great evening and even made a profit which has gone into the coffers!





Those who asked for quiz questions. please email me and I will email them back  —  maddyscarre@hotmail.com




















As Cantores enters their 30th year the choir is firmly back on track following a very successful, profit making, confidence building, concert in Lyminge church just before Easter





Singing to a full house the choir gave of their best supporting three excellent soloists in Stainer’s Crucifixion and Faure’s Requiem





The choir’s enjoyment in, and zest for, performing together was recognised by the audience especially those ‘groupies’ who have followed us for years; one such found the whole experience both “uplifting and splendid”.





It has been a particular pleasure for the ‘old hands’ in the choir to welcome many newcomers, especially the gentlemen.  I’m sure we’ll all enjoy our next challenge being the Nelson Mass and some of Elgar’s Songs from the Bavarian Highlands.








Finally a very special word of thanks to our MD Steve and to our hard working chairman Jan and her excellent committee for holding us all together. 





James Nichols


President




















Cantores Back on Track











Dates for your Diaries


 for 2009 - 2010 

















HALF TERM REHEARSAL NOTE:    


Subject to Liming School being available - please check with a committee member or the website (from July 2009) to ascertain whether half term rehearsals will be taking place at Lyminge school or an alternative venue..








JULY





Workshop


Wednesday 22nd July at 7.30pm   -  Lyminge School


Taken by Mark Deller





Anniversary Event


Saturday 18 July  - venue to be confirmed








SEPTEMBER





Open Evening


Wednesday 9 September at 7.30pm - Lyminge School (all welcome - bring your friends and neighbours)








NOVEMBER





Annual General Meeting


Wednesday 18 November after coffee break at 8.45pm   -  Lyminge School





St. Cecilia Day Concert


Saturday 14 November—Venue to be arranged








DECEMBER





Carol Concert


Wednesday 16 December at 7.30pm at Stowting Church.


NOTES:   Pre concert rehearsal details to be advised nearer the time.     Informal drink at the Tiger Pub after the concert.





 




















Palm Sunday Event  


by Maddy Scarre





Sunday 5 April was the most beautiful spring-like day and as I walked into the Cathedral I felt excited at the prospect of singing at a fundraising event in this very special place.  Following my instructions I proceeded to the Chapter House where members from choirs across Kent were assembled before the rehearsal at 4:00pm  -  the atmosphere was buzzing.  





I was relieved to find Cantores members just by the door and after registering our names we walked back into the Cathedral to where 200 chairs were laid out for the choir.  Myself, Jan and Angela were right at the front of the queue and the front row  seats were empty  -   so we promptly sat down, feeling quite confident as we were in our usual comfort zone!  

















David Flood was an absolute joy, taking us speedily through the two pieces and really bringing out the best in us. The acoustics were tremendous and I could feel the power of the 200 voices soaring up to the roof.





At 6:00pm we were taken around the cloisters at the back of the Cathedral to the wooden panelled dining room of Kings School where we were treated to a delicious tea. 





On our way back I pondered on how many people had walked the very corridors that I was now walking.  The huge flag stones had been worn to a high gloss in places by millions of feet over the centuries and I trod carefully as I didn’t want to fall over again.





There was another memory of the day concerning Ladies & Gents toilets …..








which will remain a secret between me, Dee and the Archbishop!!   I did learn later that he was singing in the choir with us.  





At 7:00pm we were back in our places and the Cathedral was filling up.  Soon every seat was taken, we cleared our throats in readiness and the great organ stuck the first cord of the evening.





The highlight of the concert came when a small group of the Cathedral Choristers assembled before the choir and sang the Pie Jesu - it was quite spine tingling!





I won’t forget my experience of singing in the Cathedral on Sunday 5th April 09.  





A very memorable day thanks to Jan for the idea and Steve for all his hard work in getting us to the stage of being confident enough to take part.		








  LYMINGE SCHOOL ~ REHEARSAL DATES 





 2009			First rehearsal of term		Last rehearsal of term





  


 Spring		        	Wednesday 22 April 			Wednesday 15 July


 


 Summer		Wednesday 2 September		Wednesday 16 December


 




















